
Frequently Asked Questions

What is Harvesters?
Harvesters is the Feeding America food bank serving 
a 27-county area of northwestern Missouri and 
northeastern Kansas. Harvesters provides food and 
related household products to more than 900 
nonprofit agencies including food pantries, community 
kitchens, shelters, and others. Harvesters is a 
certified  of Feeding America, a 
nationwide network of more than 200 food banks. 
Harvesters is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization.

Harvesters is often confused with a food pantry. As a 
food bank, Harvesters acquires, stores and distributes 
food to its network of nonprofit agencies, enabling 
them to do what they do best — providing direct 
service to families, children and seniors 

What is Harvesters’ mission?
Harvesters—The Community Food Network mobilizes 
the power of our community to create equitable 
access to nutritious food and address the root causes 
and impact of hunger. Harvesters fulfills its mission 
through programs that feed children, families and 
seniors and teach about good nutrition.

Who does Harvesters serve?
Pantries in Harvesters’ network provide food 

each month.  More than 3.6 million times a year, the 
network provides food to someone in our region. 
Harvesters’ network provides food assistance — a 
meal, a bag of groceries or fresh produce — to 
someone in our region.

Who are these people?
• 35 percent are children.
• 15 percent are seniors.
• 9 percent live in temporary housing or are

houseless.
• 61 percent of households served have at least

one person who has worked in the last year.
• 75 percent have household incomes of $25,000

or less.

How many people are hungry?
In Harvesters’ 27-county service area, one in seven 
people is food insecure. That means they may have 
a meal today but do not know if there will be food 
tomorrow. Many food insecure households do not 
qualify for federal nutrition assistance programs 
such as SNAP (food stamps), WIC and free or 
reduced-price school meals. One in six children in 
our region is food insecure.

HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY?

All residents

Harvesters’ 27-County 

Service Area Kansas Statewide Missouri Statewide

Number of food insecure people 374,900 410,760 951,330

Percent of population 13.6% 14% 15.4%

Children under age 18

Number of food insecure children 110,240 126,260 248,620

Percent of children 17.1 % 18.4% 18.1%


