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Like many grandmothers, Eloise, 
79, is proud of her grandkids 
and looks forward to all the ways 
she can help take care of them — 
including with a warm bowl  
of chili.  

We met Eloise on a recent visit 
to the client-choice food pantry 
at Cross-Lines Community 
Outreach, Inc. where she says she 
visits once a month to help stretch 
her food budget.  

“This really helps me,” she says of 
the food pantry. “It helps fill  
the gap.” 

With the food she’s taking home, 
Eloise plans to cook up chili for 
her grandchildren the next time 
they visit. In total, she has 15 
grandchildren who rotate 
their visits. 

“This is for everyone, especially the 
grandbabies,” she says of the food 
she’s taking home. 

Eloise lives with her adult 
daughter, who suffered a major 
stroke in 2014 and has endured a 
long road to recovery. Meanwhile, 
Eloise says her own medications 
 
 

are expensive, leaving little money 
left over for groceries. 

“Without [the food pantry], I don’t 
know if I would even be here,” 
Eloise says. 

Thank you for making healthy 
food accessible to our neighbors of 
all ages across northeastern Kansas 
and northwestern Missouri.  

ELOISE THANKS YOU 

“It helps fill 
   the gap.” 

Eloise shares 
a smile of 
appreciation for 
your generosity.
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I can’t help but feel a bit of excitement as I anticipate warmer spring days just 
around the corner, when all of northeastern Kansas and northwestern Missouri 
begins to welcome new life, and growth.

 Thanks to friends like you, I’m also looking forward to our own growth here at 
Harvesters as we continue to seek to meet the increased demand for food across 
our community.

While the high cost of groceries, utilities and more, continues to impact our 
community, we must grow to meet the need.

At this time of year, our attention especially turns to our community’s older 
adults who often rely on fixed incomes to get by in retirement. One small change, 
like increased winter heating bills, can devastate the budget.

 In this issue of Local Harvest, we’ve chosen a few stories to share with you that 
highlight the difference your gifts are making every day through your support 
of Harvesters.

I hope you’ll enjoy hearing from older adults like Linda (page 8) who has so 
generously given her time to help people around her and is grateful to find help 
from friends like you now that she has a need herself.

 Thank you for making sure our neighbors of all ages have reliable access to 
nutritious food. The need for food remains high — please continue to stand up 
for our neighbors through your partnership.

It is an honor to serve alongside you!

Stephen Davis 
President & CEO

Make a big difference every day of the 
year with your monthly donation.  
Check out www.harvesters.org/harvest365.

DEAR FRIEND
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COME JOIN US! 

PACK HEALTHY FAMILY 
MEAL KITS 
All Year 
Collect and pack the ingredients for family 
meals. Harvesters provides the list of ingredients, 
boxes and recipe cards. You hold a food drive 
to collect the ingredients and volunteer at home 
or the office to pack them for neighbors 
experiencing hunger. For more information visit 
www.harvesters.org/healthyfamilymealkits. 

FEASTIVAL    
August 18th and 19th at Union Station 
Feastival is a ticket to making a difference. Hunger 
is a behemoth of a problem for thousands in our 
area every day. Join and help us devour the  
beast – after all, it takes a village to feed a city. So 
be a good human and eat like a monster. Give in, 
give big and consume for a cause. 

CHARLIE HUSTLE  
Check out these super cute new Charlie Hustle 
shirts featuring Harvesters! Pick up the truck tee 
or the heart design and a portion of the proceeds 
will help us feed our neighbors! Visit https://www.
charliehustle.com/collections/communitees for 
more details. 
  
PLANT A ROW
Spring and Summer  
Gardeners, as you plan your beds for the 
growing season, Plant A Row for neighbors 
experiencing hunger this year. Your fresh 
produce is a great donation for the health of our 
community. For more information visit 
www.harvesters.org/plantarow. 
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Mike Rhodes began volunteering 
with Harvesters at the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and he 
hasn’t stopped since. 

“It is really fun and rewarding to 
volunteer,” Mike says. 

Mike, now retired from his 
position as a regional director  
for Intercontinental Hotel Group, 
volunteers Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings and recently applied  
to be an Ambassador for  
Harvesters to further represent  

Frank, 71, is a Vietnam Veteran 
who not only found a home and 
refuge at St. Michael’s Veterans 
Center, but also a way to join you 
in giving back to the community 
he loves. 

“St. Michael’s saved my life,” Frank 
says. “The big thing about my 
previous life is I had isolated and 
ended up alone.” 

Thankfully, Frank made his way 
to St. Michael’s, a Harvesters 
partner agency that is an 
income-restricted community 

for homeless veterans that offers 
wraparound services.  

Frank both receives and helps 
distribute fresh vegetable boxes 
provided by Harvesters at 
the Center.
 

“Here I have people to talk to and 
activities to get involved with,” 
Frank says. “I love to help out. It 
makes me feel like I’m needed and 
a part of something.” 

He wants to share his appreciation 
for your generosity that helps him 

and many more neighbors not 
only survive but thrive. Frank says 
he is grateful for all the food he 
receives, and he has even gained a 
new love for sweet potatoes. 

“As long as I’m kicking, I’ll be 
grateful for it,” he says of the 
fresh food. 

Thank you for partnering with 
Harvesters and our entire 
community to make sure our 
neighbors of all ages have 
nutritious food on the table and 
hope for tomorrow.  

MIKE IS HOOKED ON SERVICE YOU PROVIDE FOOD AND PURPOSE 

“Go once to 
volunteer and 

you will get 
hooked.” 

the organization in the 
community. 

“Harvesters is always helping and 
lending a hand,” Mike says of 
his motivation to be even more 
involved with our mission.  

Mike also encourages anyone 
considering volunteering to make 
the leap and give time 
to Harvesters. 

“Go once to volunteer and you will 
get hooked,” he says. 

We thank Mike for his passion 
for service and dedication 
to Harvesters’ mission. We 
are honored to have his 
representation and gift of time.  

Join Harvesters in helping neighbors facing hunger. Give the gift of 
your time. Please visit www.harvesters.org/givetime for the latest 
volunteer opportunities. In as little as two hours you can make 
a real difference! 
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“I love to help out. 
It makes me feel 
like I’m needed 

and a part   
of something.”

Mike Rhodes helps 
sort food items at 
Harvesters warehouse. 

Frank is grateful for 
the food he receives 
at St. Michael’s, a 
Harvesters partner 
agency.



For several years, Linda had a 
weekly routine of going to local 
food pantries and picking up 
and delivering nutritious meals 
to widows who are home-bound. 
And when she was the one in 
need, she found friends like you 
were there to help her. 

Linda, 74, says her husband died 
two years ago, and that’s when she 
began needing help herself. She 
lives with congestive heart failure, 
has undergone multiple surgeries 
and her mobility is limited. 

To help make ends meet, Linda 
picked up a part-time job as a bus 
monitor for an area school district, 
which allows her to stay seated. 
But her small Social Security 
benefits and work wages don’t 
stretch far enough amid increased 
housing, utility and grocery costs.  

Thankfully, Linda visits Harvesters’ 
Mobile Food Distribution in 

LINDA IS GRATEFUL FOR YOU

Linda shares a smile of 
gratitude for the nutritious 
food you help provide.

Spring Hill, Kan. to pick up 
nutritious groceries. 

“This support means I can have 
really good and healthy meals, 
rather than a junk meal like a bag 
of popcorn for dinner,” she says. 

“I truly need this food for 
my health.” 

Linda has a special word of 
appreciation for friends like you 
who generously give to make sure 
older adults and neighbors of all

ages have plenty of food on 
the table. 

“If the Harvesters pantry was not 
available, I’d have to do without a 
whole lot,” she says. “Thank you 
for what you do.” 

Thank you for joining with 
thoughtful neighbors like 
Linda to make sure everyone in 
our communities has enough 
nutritious food this winter and 
throughout the year.

Connect with us:
Kansas City facility: 
3801 Topping Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64129 
Phone: 816-929-3000

Topeka facility: 
215 SE Quincy 
Topeka, KS 66603 
Phone: 785-861-7700 harvesters.org

Share this newsletter with a friend so, like you, they can join us in providing equitable 
access to nutritious food and addressing the root causes and impact of hunger!

PASS IT ON!

“I truly need 
this food for 
my health.”
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