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Four years ago, Elgenia and 
Ronnell were surprised to find out 
they were pregnant with triplets. 
Though it was exciting, the couple 
was unsure how they would afford 
enough food for their quickly 
growing family. Thankfully, you 
were there to help. 
 

“God just provided through 
Harvesters,” Elgenia says. 
 
Elgenia worked as a medical 
technologist before her daughters, 
Faith, Charity and Patience, were 
born. After maternity leave, she 
went back to work briefly until 
it became clear that her entire 
paycheck was going toward 
daycare. The cost for three babies 
was $1,000 a week even with the 
multi-child discount. She had to 
put her career on hold to take care 
of the girls. 
 
Ronnell, Elgenia’s husband, works 
for a company contracted to drive 
patients to medical appointments. 
He shares that it was difficult at 
first to ask for help, “but I know 
that Harvesters was there and able 
to help my family out through 
times of financial hardship.”  
 
The family, including the girls’ 
big brother, attends services 
at Sunlight Missionary Baptist 
Church, which also has a food 
pantry in partnership with 
Harvesters. Elgenia says after the 
birth of the triplets, the family 
received food, formula and more 
necessities from the food pantry.  

Today, the triplets all enjoy 
receiving BackSnack backpacks at 
Hanthorn Early Education, where 
the family also picks up groceries 
at the newly installed food pantry, 
a partner agency of Harvesters. 
 

“[This program is] helping families; 
it’s giving kids nourishment that 
they need to grow and be healthy 
adults,” Elgenia says. “This 
program is a lifesaver.” 
 
Thank you for helping make sure 
more children, families and seniors 
have ongoing access to nutritious 
groceries and meals this fall!  
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BOA R D  O F 
D I R E C T O R SI am pleased and honored to introduce you to Harvesters’ incoming President & 

CEO, Stephen Davis. 
 
Stephen served as Harvesters’ Chief Operating Officer for the last seven years, 
leading with a dedication to Harvesters’ mission, staff, partners like you and the 
community we serve together.   
 
After the retirement of our outgoing President & CEO, Valerie Nicholson-
Watson, we conducted a nationwide search for our new leader. We are so 
thankful to have found that person right here in our own back yard.  
 
I know that you will join me in welcoming Stephen and looking expectantly as 
he builds upon the great foundation that Valerie and previous leaders created.

Gratefully,

Dear Friend,

It is quite sincerely a dream come true to begin this journey as Harvesters’ 
President & CEO.  
 
Over the last seven years as Chief Operating Officer, I have come to learn 
one critical truth about Harvesters: we work together. I know that as I enter 
into this new role, I have an incredible network of support and partnership 
alongside me — friends just like you. 
 
I look forward to meeting many of you in the days and months ahead as we 
continue to work together to end hunger across our communities. It is an 
honor to partner with you. 

   Gratefully,

Stephen Davis 
President & CEO
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WELCOME, STEPHEN DAVIS

L O C A L  H A R V E S T

YOU EASE FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS

“Harvesters was 
there and able to 

help my family 
out through 

times of financial 
hardship.”

Make a big difference every day of the 
year with your monthly donation.  
Check out www.harvesters.org/harvest365.

DEAR FRIEND

Kimberly Svaty 
Immediate Past Chair, Harvesters Board of Directors 

Ronnell and Elgenia proudly pose with 
daughters Faith, Charity and Patience.
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Students! You can volunteer at Harvesters if you are 8 years of age or 
older. You can earn service hours or just have a good time doing good 
with friends. Please visit www.harvesters.org/GiveTime for the latest 
opportunities and policies for volunteers of all ages.   
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Park Hill High School sophomore 
Taylor wore a mask and a red 
cheer-squad t-shirt as she handed 
out two pineapples per person to 
each car that drove by.   
 

“I really liked it,” she said as a 
first-time volunteer for Harvesters 
and part of the A+ program, 
which encourages 50 hours of 
volunteer service over a student’s 
high school career.  
 

“At first, I told my mom I don’t 
want to go because I’m tired. But 
once I got there I just got sucked 
in and I liked it more than I 
thought,” she says.  
 
Taylor was surprised when she 
saw a “7” on a car windshield 
indicating the driver was picking 
up for seven people, but she 
didn’t waste a minute to load 14 
pineapples into the car.   
 

“It makes you feel good in your 
heart to help.”   
 
Taylor’s mom, Brie, says she tries to 
foster a sense of community with 
her family, and they frequently 
volunteer with the YMCA. Brie is 
also a caregiver for people who have 

“It makes you feel good, and it makes you feel like 
people care about you.” 
 
These are the words of 10-year-old Cora after 
opening a BackSnack she recently received at Turner 
Elementary School, thanks to your generosity. 
 
Cora says it’s “exciting” to open the bag of food and 
discover items she especially enjoys — and food she 
can share with her family. She is one of five siblings. 
   

“We use a lot of the canned stuff to make food at home 
and it makes it easier on [my parents] because they don’t 
have to spend so much money on food,” Cora says. 

The BackSnack program provides a weekly backpack 
of nutritious, child-friendly food for schoolchildren to 
take home over the weekend. 

Cora especially appreciates how easy it is to open food 
from the backpack, and that it helps ease the burden 
of return trips to the grocery store for her parents 

— especially while food prices continue to rise. 
 

“You can just open up a little packet of fruit and eat it 
right there,” Cora says. 
 
Cora is also mindful that fewer trips to the grocery 
store means less risk of her family coming in contact 
with COVID-19 and getting sick. 
 

“We appreciate it a lot,” Cora says on behalf of her and 
her family. 
 
Your generosity ensures that students will have access to 
the BackSnack program and additional resources this 
fall to make sure healthy food is on the table, every day 
of the week. Thank you for your vital partnership.  

TAYLOR CRAVEN: A+ VOLUNTEER CORA SHARES APPRECIATION FOR YOU

“It makes you 
feel good in 
your heart  

to help.”

Alzheimer’s disease or dementia, so 
Taylor also spends time reading, 
playing games and coloring with 
Brie’s clients.   
 
Thank you, Taylor for choosing to 
volunteer with Harvesters. Your 
generosity will make a lasting 
difference for our neighbors! 

“We appreciate  
it a lot.”

Cora, 10, shares a smile of appreciation for the food  
she receives through the BackSnack program.

Volunteers Maggie Coats and 
Taylor Craven pass out pineapples 
at a Harvesters distribution.
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HUNGER 
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September isSeptember is

How will you choose to end hunger?

Hunger Action Month 2022
Join us this September for Hunger Action Month, a month where people all over the United States stand
together with the Feeding America network to fight hunger. It’s a month to spread the word and take action
on the hunger crisis — and dedicate ourselves to a solution.  

  Give
FOOD

Our Community Can - All of September!
Help hungry families in your community by hosting a virtual food
drive and rallying your family, neighbors and friends to donate!
It's a great activity for individuals, families or teens.   

  Give
TIME

Volunteer in KC or Topeka
We need volunteers! We need your help filling every volunteer
shift we can to keep up with the increased demand. Want to help? 

  Give
VOICE

Hunger Advocate Alerts
One of the best ways you can help take action this Hunger
Action Month is by advocating for hunger relief programs!  
Sign up for our Hunger Advocate Alert emails and we’ll send you
information about how you can use your voice to affect change.

  Give
MONEY

Make a Gift Online

To find other ways to take action, visit www.harvesters.org/hungeractionmonth.

Give online or mail in your gift with the coupon in this newsletter 
in honor of Hunger Action Month. Every dollar helps bring
relief in the form of food for families, children and seniors
in our community.

POP-UP PANTRY
Harvesters is partnering with RideKC, Literacy KC and Amethyst 
Place to provide a pop-up pantry the first Monday of each month  
at 31st and Troost in Kansas City.
 
Many neighbors have trouble accessing our network of mobile 
distributions, pantries and community kitchens due to a lack  
of transportation. That’s why we launched the pop-up pantry  
at one of Kansas City’s busiest bus stops.  
 
Use your smartphone camera to scan the 
following code to watch a short video about this 
unique partnership to provide our community 
with greater accessibility to nutritious food.



Connect with us:
Kansas City facility: 
3801 Topping Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64129 
Phone: 816-929-3000

Topeka facility: 
215 SE Quincy 
Topeka, KS 66603 
Phone: 785-861-7700 harvesters.org

Share this newsletter with a friend so, like you, they can join us in feeding hungry people 
today and working to end hunger tomorrow! 

PASS IT ON!

Ashton poses at Robinson Middle 
School, where she attends.

Ashton has a few years of school 
ahead of her before she’s ready for 
college, but she’s already making 
plans for her future — and 
thanks to you, she has nourishing 
food to fuel her dreams and 
inspiration to pay it forward. 
 

“It’s a toss-up between a baker and 
a writer,” she says of her ideal job.  
 
For now, the Robinson Middle 
School seventh grader is busy 
enough. She plays the cello in the 
school orchestra and is enrolled 
in Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID), which 
requires students to perform 
community service.  
 
On the first Friday of each month, 
Ashton passes out food to fellow 
students and community members 
as a volunteer at a Harvesters 
drive-thru food pickup. 
 

“When I had the opportunity, I 
said let me help other people like 
Harvesters helped me,” she says. 

“And I still take home food to 
help my family out.”  
 

Ashton says her mother currently 
makes too much money at her 
job to qualify for SNAP benefits. 
Ashton’s oldest sister is away at 
college, but another sister is in 
high school and lives at home, 
along with her adult brother, his 
girlfriend and their children.   
 
In addition to receiving food 
from Harvesters, Ashton takes 
advantage of the free breakfast 
and lunch program at her school 
and stops by for lunch sacks 
handed out by cafeteria workers 
during the summer. 
 

“I’m just glad (Harvesters) can 
take time out of their day to 
bring us food so I can pass it out,” 
she says. “I like to see the looks 
on people’s faces when they get 
food. When the trucks come to 
our school and take all the food 
out and set it up, I just want to 
say thank you for being here.”  

YOU’RE FUELING 
ASHTON’S DREAMS

“I just want to  
say thank you.”
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