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Talking Points 
 
 

About Harvesters: 
• Harvesters is the Feeding America food bank serving a 26-county area of northwestern 

Missouri (10 counties) and northeastern Kansas (16 counties).  
 

• As a food bank, Harvesters acquires, stores and distributes food to its network of 
nonprofit agencies. The agencies then provide direct service to families, children and 
seniors in need. 

 

• Harvesters provides food and related household products to more than 760 nonprofit 
agencies including food pantries, community kitchens, homeless shelters, children’s 
homes and others.   

 

• Harvesters is a certified member of Feeding America, a nationwide network of more than 
200 food banks. In 2011, Harvesters was Feeding America’s Food Bank of the Year. 

   

• Harvesters is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 
 

• Through Harvesters’ network of nonprofit agencies, we serve 141,500 people each 
month.  Nearly three million times each year, our network provides food assistance to 
someone in our region.   

 

• Who is served: 
o 25 percent are children 
o 20 percent are seniors 
o 5 percent are homeless 
o 49 percent of households served have at least one person who has worked in the 

past year. 
o 29 percent of households served by Harvesters have at least one person in poor 

health. 
 

2020 Special Notes: 
• Families and seniors needing food continue to turn to our food pantries or mobile food 

distributions for assistance in record numbers. Our network is still reporting on average, 
an increase of 40 percent more people requesting help. 

 

• Many are turning to our network who have never needed help before. And many of those 
who needed help before the Pandemic, are needing more food to help make ends meet. 
So, depth and breadth of hunger has increased. 
 

• The number at risk of hunger in our service area is 387,000 or 1 in 7 people. That 
includes 1 in 5 children. 
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• Food continues to fly off the shelves as fast as we can get it in. In October, we 
distributed nearly 7 million lbs. of food – the largest distribution month in our 40-year 
history.  
 

• Since the pandemic began in March, Harvesters has distributed nearly 50 million pounds 
of food. That’s 10 million pounds more than the same time period last year. 
 

• Nationally, 1 in 6 people overall (more than 50 million) could be food insecure in 2020 
(up from 1 in 9 in 2019).  

• This would include 1 in 4 children (17 million children) who could be food insecure in 
2020 as a result of this crisis (10.7 million children – or 1 in 7 – lived in food insecure 
households in 2019 per USDA). 

 

Harvesters Programs: 
• Harvesters programs help feed children, families and seniors. 

o Harvesters feeds more than 97,000 children a year through our network of 
pantries, food kitchens and shelters. We also provide 17,000 BackSnacks to kids 
every weekend and our Kids Cafe program provides more than 274,428 summer 
and after-school meals. Our volunteers also assemble sack lunches for at-risk 
teens in our Give Lunch program. 

o Harvesters helps families through its network of nonprofit agencies, mobile food 
distributions and holiday meal program offered by agencies. 

o Seniors receive assistance through Senior Mobile Food Pantries. These pantries 
are a partnership between Harvesters and nonprofit organizations providing 
social services to at-risk seniors living in low- to moderate-income housing 
communities. In addition, in partnership with the federal government, many of 
Harvesters' agencies distribute monthly commodity food boxes to low-income 
seniors through the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). The boxes 
contain shelf-stable items like milk, fruit juices, pasta, rice, peanut butter, and 
canned meats, fruits and vegetables 

 

• Only 45 percent of residents in Harvesters’ service area who are food insecure are 
eligible for federal nutrition programs such as SNAP (food stamps), WIC or free and 
reduced-price school meals. When they need food assistance, they turn to nonprofit 
agencies such as those in Harvesters’ network.  
 

• While Harvesters’ network feeds many working families, under-employment and low 
household income are key factors in the high need for food assistance. In addition, 
households relying on Harvesters may face challenges related to health and well-being. 
 

• Many emergency food recipients make difficult choices between food and other 
necessities. 63 percent of households in our region have had to choose between paying 
for food or utilities.   

 

• Harvesters relies on the support of our communities to meet the needs of the hungry.  
Individuals can help by donating food, giving monetary donations, volunteering and 
becoming a hunger advocate by signing up to receive our advocacy e-mail alerts. 
 

• What do we need the most?  We need both food items and household products.  Food 
items include: 

o Canned Vegetables 
o Canned Fruit 
o Boxed Meals - (Hamburger Helper, Pasta Roni) 
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o Canned Meat/Tuna 
o Peanut Butter 
o Canned Soup 
o Cereal – hot and cold 
o Household Products include:   

▪ Soap 
▪ Deodorant 
▪ Shampoo 
▪ Toilet Paper 

 

• In addition to food donations, monetary donations help too.  Every $1 donated to 
Harvesters helps provide three meals. 
 

• We rely on our volunteers to help sort food and perform other tasks at both our Kansas 
City and Topeka facilities. 
 

• Harvesters is committed to environmental sustainability. Last year: 
o Harvesters recycled more than 264,000 pounds of cardboard and more than 

3,700 pounds of plastic. 
o Harvesters composted 305,492 pounds of food – this was food that could not be 

distributed due to rot, mold or expiration. 
o Harvesters replaced 1,015 lighting fixtures in the Kansas City facility to be more 

energy efficient. This new lighting will save 160,000 kilowatt hours per year. 
 
 

 

 


