
 

 
 
 

2019 Legislative and Policy Priorities 
 

The Feeding America network is the nation’s largest charitable response to hunger. Our network of 200 
food banks and 60,000 community agencies work together to assist more than 46 million Americans a 
year, including 12 million children and 7 million seniors. Feeding America network members provided 
over 4 billion meals to people in need last year, but we also depend upon strong federal nutrition 
programs like the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), child nutrition programs like the 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), and 
federal commodity foods through The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) and Commodity 
Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). Food banks also need strong charitable giving incentives to 
invest in a robust nonprofit sector that continues to enrich communities and provide vital services.  
 
Federal nutrition programs are the essential foundation for low-income Americans to get the nutritious 
foods needed when they fall on hard times Feeding America urges Congress and the Administration to 
partner with us to create programs that help increase opportunity for the people we serve while 
maintaining and improving federal nutrition programs.  

 
Protect Federal Nutrition Programs Through the Federal Budget 
Congress and the Administration must protect SNAP and other critical programs like TEFAP, CSFP, 
and child nutrition programs in the federal budget to ensure they remain a resource for millions of 
Americans in need of food assistance, and should: 

• Strengthen nutrition programs like SNAP and TEFAP that support individuals and 

families most at risk of being food insecure.  

• Oppose structural changes to SNAP or cuts to SNAP funding. SNAP lifts millions of families 
out of poverty, alleviates food insecurity, and has a proven cost-effective impact on the health 
and well-being of our most vulnerable. Proposals to block grant or make structural changes to 
the program would prevent it from responding effectively to fluctuations in need, including efforts 
to limit broad-based categorical eligibility or limit state flexibility on waivers from harsh time-limits 
to benefits for people struggling to find steady work. 

 
Reduce Hunger Through Federal Appropriations  

• FY2020 appropriations legislation should support strong funding for TEFAP, including 
providing $100 million for TEFAP storage and distribution. 

• FY2020 appropriations legislation should provide an increase in CSFP funding to meet 
the needs of seniors struggling with hunger. The current funding provides monthly nutritious 
food packages to 619,000 low-income seniors. Congress should provide additional funds to 
better meet the needs of seniors.  

• FY2020 appropriations legislation should support Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer 
(EBT) funding to expand the reach of the program to children who aren’t able to access a 
summer feeding site.  

• FY2020 appropriations legislation should provide sufficient funding for the Special 
Supplemental Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) and the Older 
Americans Act’s home-delivered and congregate meals programs.  

 
Protect and Strengthen Federal Nutrition Programs 
We urge Congress to support changes to nutrition programs that expand access and funding. With 
passage of the 2018 Farm Bill, Congress and the Administration must ensure strong implementation of 
Farm Bill provisions to strengthen federal nutrition programs. Congress also has a renewed opportunity 
to strengthen child nutrition programs through legislation. Ensuring all children have the nutritious food 



 
 

they need to learn, grow, and thrive is critical to our nation’s future. These programs are an essential 
investment in the one in six children in America who face hunger. Congress should: 

• Continue to protect and strengthen SNAP’s structure, eligibility, and benefits. 

• Support policies that increase access to child nutrition programs in any authorizing 
legislation and maintain strong nutrition standards and supports for children.  

 
Strengthen Tax Policies Supporting Charitable Donations 
Tax policy plays a key role in the fight against hunger and helps reduce food waste. Feeding America 
food banks rely on support from a variety of sources, including individual and corporate giving, 
government commodities, and donations from all segments of the food industry. Congress should: 

• Extend the individual charitable deduction to all taxpayers subject to a minimum giving floor.  

• Provide tax incentives to encourage transportation of donated food.  

• Provide tax incentives to encourage donation of used refrigeration equipment.  

• Amend the corporate charitable deduction to encourage more gifts to charity. 

• Continue to protect and strengthen food donation tax incentives.  
 
Support Federal Policies to Increase Food Donation and Reduce Food Waste 
Food waste is a serious issue nationwide, with almost 70 million pounds of food wasted along the Farm 
to Fork timeline each year. Rescuing nutritious food is a core part of how our nation’s charitable food 
assistance network addresses food insecurity. Strong federal policy can play a significant role in 
addressing this issue. Congress should: 

• Simplify food donation guidelines by providing a uniform national standard to allow the 
donation of wholesome food regardless of the quality date. 

• Simplify food donation labels to reduce the amount of food wasted across the commercial and 
consumer landscape. 

• Support innovative programs that help provide resources to allow for innovative food rescue 
programs that help offset the cost to harvest, pack, and transport rescued food. 

 
Strengthen and Protect Federal Nutrition Programs Through Administrative Actions  
Feeding America urges the Administration to support administrative and regulatory actions that 
expand access and funding for programs that address food insecurity. We urge the U.S Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) to: 

• Support timely implementation of 2018 Farm Bill provisions to strengthen federal nutrition 
programs, working closely with food banks and others to ensure efficient and effective 
implementation. 

• Support policies and funding that increase food access to individuals facing food insecurity, 
particularly in rural and hard to reach areas. 

• Protect and strengthen the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and abandon 
regulatory changes that would restrict access to the program by limiting state flexibility on 
waivers from harsh time-limits to benefits; making harmful changes to categorical eligibility; or, 
in coordination with the Department of Homeland Security, changing public charge 
determinations for immigrants.  

• Improve access to child nutrition programs, particularly out-of-school programs, by simplifying 
and streamlining program operations.  

• Support policies and funding to strengthen the operations of federal distribution programs such 
as The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) and Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program (CSFP). 

• Support the purchase of commodities that need market support through bonus commodity or 
trade mitigation food purchases for distribution through TEFAP, along with funding to store and 
distribute the commodities purchased. 

• In coordination with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), support policies that increase food 
donation to ensure more nutritious food is donated to food banks.   


