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Current Message 
Holidays 2020 

 
As we enter this holiday season, it’s a good time to remember who we help. There is a 

face connected to each meal we provide. Through our network of more than 760 

nonprofit agencies, we’re providing food assistance to many people in our region.  

 

Many More Need Food  
• There is hunger in Harvesters’ 26-county service area and the demand for food assistance 

has been very high since the COVID-19 pandemic began in March. During this uncertain 

time, more families and seniors need food and are turning to Harvesters’ food pantries or 

mobile food distributions for assistance in record numbers. Our network is reporting on 

average, an increase of 40 percent more people requesting help. 

 

• In addition to more people needing help, many who were receiving help before COVID-19, 

are now needing additional food to help make ends meet. So, food-insecurity has increased 

in breadth and depth. 

 

• At the same time as Harvesters is experiencing this increased need, the number of 

volunteers, food donations and food drives has dropped off significantly due to the 

pandemic. A couple of key federal nutrition programs also are coming to end an end at the 

end of December. As a result, Harvesters is purchasing more of the food being distributed 

and this is costing Harvesters more money to acquire, store and distribute food.  

 

• Research from Feeding America projects the impact of COVID-19 on food insecurity in our 

region. The report shows in Harvesters’ service area, one in seven people (or 387,210 

people) and one in five children (or 131,620 children) is food insecure and at risk of missing 

a meal.  

 

• Adults out of work or missing work to care for children home from school are facing 

additional financial burdens. Over the last few months, thousands have applied for 

unemployment and this trend is expected to continue for the immediate future. 

 

• Initially during the pandemic, Harvesters distributed between 1.5 and 2 million pounds a 

week. That has leveled off a bit to about 1.4 million pounds a week, which is 300 to 400-

thousand pounds more than normal. 
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• Harvesters’ fiscal year 2020 wrapped up in June, and we ended the year with the highest 

total distribution in our 41-year history at 65 million pounds. The previous year, Harvesters 

distributed 53.9 million pounds. 

 

How Harvesters Helps 
• Food is flying off the shelves as fast as we can get it in. During the last fiscal year (ending 

June 30, 2020) Harvesters’ network of more than 760 nonprofit agencies provided more 

than 57 million meals to hungry children, families and seniors. This is nearly 10 million meals 

more than the previous year. 

 

• In addition to providing food, Harvesters advocates for strong federal nutrition assistance 

programs that protect low-income individuals, children and families from hunger.  

 

• The only way we can solve a problem this huge is by working together. Individuals, charities, 

businesses and the government all have a role to play in making sure every family in our 

region has enough to eat.  

 

Here are some ways to help feed the hungry in our community: 

Give Food 

• Check-Out Hunger through January 3 —You can support Check-Out Hunger by adding 

$1, $5, $10 or $20 when you check out at your local grocery story to provide food for a 

family at risk of hunger. Or donate online to Check-Out Hunger at 

https://www.harvesters.org/checkouthunger. 

• Chiefs Kingdom Food Drive – November 8-December 8 – The holiday season is a time of 

celebration for families throughout Chiefs Kingdom, but for many — especially this year — 

it’s defined by hardship, tough decisions and hunger. The Chiefs Kingdom Food Drive is the 

largest in the National Football League. Donate online at www.chiefs.com/fooddrive. 

• Hy-Vee Holiday Hope Bags – November 27-December 20 – Help bring hope to the 

holidays by purchasing Holiday Hope Bags at your local Hy-Vee. Each bag includes 

everything needed to make traditional holiday side dishes and will be delivered back to 

Harvesters to be given to a local family. Everyone deserves a holiday meal. Click here to 

find the Hy-Vee nearest you. 

• Canstruction At Home – Canstruction is an annual event where teams of local architects 

and engineers use nonperishable food items to build structures and put them on public 

display. This year we want families in our community to take part in the building and create a 

structure at home annd then share photos of the structure on social media and with 

Harvesters. Learn more here. 

 

Give Time 

• Volunteer – Volunteer to help sort and repackage food for those at risk of hunger. We are 

adhering to safety and social distancing guidelines during the pandemic. At this time, no 

children under the age of 18 may volunteer in the warehouse. For more information about 

volunteering or to sign up, please go to https://www.harvesters.org/GiveTime. 

 

 

 

https://www.harvesters.org/checkouthunger
http://www.chiefs.com/fooddrive
https://www.harvesters.org/GiveTime
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Give Money 

• Send a Holiday Tribute — Make a gift in honor or memory of loved ones during this season 

of sharing. A note featuring a recipe from a local restaurant or chef will be sent to the 

honoree or their family. Order your holiday tribute at 

https://www.harvesters.org/HolidayTributes. 

 

• Become a Monthly Donor — Make a one-time donation or join Harvest 365, a monthly 

donor program, and spread your gift over 12 months. More information on this giving 

program can be found at https://www.harvesters.org/Harvest-365. 

 

Give Voice 

• Become a Hunger Advocate — Visit Harvesters’ website (www.harvesters.org/give-voice) 

to sign-up for advocacy emails and get updates on hunger-related legislation. 

 

 

About Harvesters 

Harvesters is a regional food bank serving a 26-county area of northwestern Missouri and 

northeastern Kansas. Harvesters provides food and related household products to more than 

760 not-for-profit agencies including emergency food pantries, community kitchens, shelters and 

others. Agencies in Harvesters’ network provide food assistance to as many as 141,500 

different people each month. Harvesters, which was founded in 1979, is a certified member of 

Feeding America, a nationwide network of more than 200 food banks, serving all 50 states. For 

more information, visit www.harvesters.org. 
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